This week we are learning about

God Calls Samuel




Read the whole story together
in the Bible!

Spark Story Bible pages 122-125

Spark Bible pages 299-300
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Family Prayer
Thank you, God, for using people of all ages
to help you. AMEN.

TALK ABOUT IT

Family Conversations

1 Whose voice do you recognize when they call
your name?

2 Samuel went to live with Eli to learn about
God. Who teaches you about God?

3 Why is it sometimes hard to listen to God?

4 Listen to different people’s voices. What do
you think God's voice sounds like? Could it
sound like someone you know? Who?

% Eye Spark

Whenever you see someone really old or
really young, tell them, “You are the perfect
age to help God.”

@ Ear Spark

When someone calls your name, run to them
saying, “Here | am!”

Classroom, God Calls Samuel Family Page. Spark™ Sunday School ©
2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved, May be reproduced for
local use provided every copy carries this notice.

For families to do together

Create a new bedtime routine for your family
to do together or change an existing rou-
tine, What helps you sleep well? A story?

A snack? Prayers? A song? Listening to
music? A bubble bath? Follow the routine for
the rest of the week or month, remember-
ing what happened to David the night God
called him.
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For younger kids

Reverse roles a little—have a child put their
parent to bed this week!

e e
For older kids

Make an audio or video recarding with a
variety of voices saying your name, including
your own. How many different ones can you
record? Which sound the most like God?



God Calls

Samuel
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- God calls people of all ages, even kids like me!

Who's Calling?

Samuel was asleep. ZZZZZZ2Z Again Eli wasn't calling Samuel so he

Samuel thought Eli was calling. went back to sleep. 22222222
Here I am.

A third time Samuel thought Eli was
Eli wasn't calling Samuel so he went calling. Here I am.

back to sleep. 22222222 A third time Eli wasn't calling Samuel,

Again Samuel thought Eli was calling. BUT
Here I am. This fime Samuel knew it was

God calling.

Today's Bible story, God Calls Samuel, is from the book of 1 Samuel. 1 Samuel is

in the Old Testament. There are two books called Samuel; First and Second.
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Samuel was a wise and brave kid to do what God asked of
him. Heroes are wise and brave. When he grew up, Samuel
shared many messages from God. Some people thought
Samuel was a hero for God's people. ,

because:




Helpful Kids!

Samuel worked for God, even though he was just a kid. By
being helpful, | can work for God, tool | can help:




Counting Sleep

Samuet was 12 years old when God called him out of
a deep sleep. We all need good sleep.

*Newborn babies need 15-16 hours of sleep every dayl
* Toddlers need 12-14 hours.

*Kids like me need 10-12 hours.

* Teenagers need 8-% hours.

* Moms, dads, grandmas, and grandpas need 7-9 hours.
« Giraffes only sleep 2 hours every day.

*Koalas sleep for 22 hours!

SLEEPING HOURS
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God calls people of all ages, even kids like me!

To: From: Date:

T want to: ___Come when you call
__ Tellyou about Samuel ___Invite you to church
__ Take a nap with you __ Give you a big hug
___Help youin a new way __Say "I'm sorry”
___Sing you a bedtime song ___ Pray for you

___Invite you to say “Here | am,God!” My own idea:

Grades 1-2, Classroom, God Calls Samuel Leafet. Spark: Activate Faith & 200% sparkhouse.

All fights reserved. May nof be reproduced.



Cod Calls Samuel

Eli was getting tired of Samuel coming into his room.

Ged Calls Samnuel Colering Page A. Spark' Sunday Schoeol @ 2009 Augsburg Foriress. All rights reserved. May be reproduced




God Calls Samuel

“Here I am,” Samuel said.

God Calls Samue! Coloring Page B. Spark™ Sunday School © 2002 Augsturg Fortress. Al rights reservad. May be reproduced for local use only.



God Is Calling!

Help Samuel find Gods voice. Follow the lines with a marker or pencil to find the one that leads to Gods voice
calling. “Samuel.”
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God Calls Samuel GeARK)

J Samuel 3:7.20

God cais M8, foo.

N
Listen, God Is Calling You

“Are you going to that relief shelter again, Grandmag”
asked Elena. "I hardly see you anymore.” Ever since the

| Wonder...

¢ How Samuel felt the first

tirr}e he iidisl Elers tornado ripped through their fown two months ago.

olees ; ‘ Grandma Lenora seemed 1o visit that Red Cross office
* How Samuel felt as God every day.

confinued fo falk fo him " go because God fold me to go," she replied.

in the years fo come. Elena’s eyes grew big. “God told youg” she asked.

* Howlcan keeplsiening  .wheng How? You saw God? You heard Gods"
for God's voice.

Grandma Lenora chuckled. "Not exactly that way,"
she said. “"But when the tornado came, | knew | had
to help. So many people lost their homes. And oth-
ers had no jobs to go 1o because the buildings where
they worked were destroyed.” Elena thought about
Justin, a boy in her class. She saw his apartment
building on the news. It was just a pile of debris.

Grandma went on. “ wanted fo see if t could
help. When | walked into the shelter, | feli very
sfill inside. 1 saw sc many people 1 knew. My
heart began fo ache for them.” Grandma
stopped falking and wiped her eyes.

"God reminded me that Jesus toid us that
when we help others it's as if we are helping
Jesus. So . . . | listened and obeyed. | am heiping
people | know. And i've met many wonderful
new friends there”

Elena was quiet for a moment, "Can | come
wifh you2" she asked. “Maybe 'l hear God's
voice there, tool”

Grandma Lenora fook Elena’s hand. *Of
course, dear. Of course."




 shabet Answers

pirections:

Use the Sign Language Alphabet shown here to
spell out the words to answer the questions from
the Bibie story.

Who said, “Here | amg” N {L} W ﬁﬁ @ @1
Samuel first thought & %l was calling him.

Where did Samuel live? Paydhe

Samuel said, “Speak, for your RENMEYD
is listening.”

Think of other questions from the story and answer using
sign language.

~ Look 1L URS
Read 1 Samuel 1:15 fo find out Now the Loro came and sfood
about one of Samuel’s jobs. there, calling as before, *Samuell

Samuell” And Samuel said, "Speak,
for your servant is listening.”
1 Samuel 3:10




' El anomfed fhe ﬁrst two kings of Israel.
sﬂthe Chl&f priesf in the femple in Shlloh

Who Does God Call?

Cut out the grid shapes and recm'cmge the pieces to create a picture. Who is in
the picture? Who is God calling to serve otherse




HE[]] with an outdoor clean-up and beautification project at
your school or in your neighborhood, and ask a friend to help.

Ask your pastor if he or she felt called by God as a child.

Find stories of kids serving others throughout history and create a timeline.

Write “God loves you” on a sticky note and place it near the phones in your home
so that your family sees this message when they make and receive calls.

Begin each day by saying, “Here | am, Lord. Show me how | can serve others today.”

Grades 3-4, Classroom, God Calls Samuel Leafiet. Spark™ Sunday School @ 2009 Augsburg Forfress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced.



New Words

See how many new words you can make by using the letters in these words
from 1 Samuel 3:1-20.

( Samuel ﬁ r5|=.l|1vemt

el Save

\éﬂ!ning \ ?;}ginning IR

ge? rine
st

— N ¥ o
rministering ( offering ﬁ

Finq qrin
[y [

>

Grades 3-4, God Calls Samue! Activity Page. Spark™ Sunday School @ 2009 Aupsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May be reproduced for local use only.
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: and kids

great things
~can happen-
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£ J38 Who helps you
o\ ’ 2 e decide What to do?




\_walking Home <,

It looked ke

every other house on
Emily's walk home from
school. Except for the
long ramp that led up fo
a porch by the front door.
Except for the old woman
who was af the bottom of
fhe ramp on the sidewalk
every afterncon. She sat in
a wheelchair right next fo
the fiowers that surrounded
both sides of the side-
walk. Emily wondered who
planted all those flowers
and took care of them.
Every day when Emily walked by the woman smiled and waved, At firsf it made
Emily nervous. She would look the other way and walk by quickly. But then
Emily got braver. She started to lock af the woman and wave back. Then Emily
got curious. What was the woman’s name? How oid was sheg What had her

fife been like? Was she lonely?
Soon Emily starfed wondering what it would be tike to talk with the woman.

. ERIER SN e e g
Tou nNow-

Some sleep experts say that we
dream more than 2 hours every
night! God's voice called Sam-
vel in the night. The Bible has
other stories of God speaking
to people in dreams.




Read about other young people called by
God in Jeremiah 1:4-10 and Luke 1:26-30.

The boy Samue! was
to the Lord under Eii.

Samuel was lying down In the of the Lord.
Samuel did not yet the Lord.

“Spedak, Lord, for your is listening."

"I am about to his house forever.”

The Lord was with him, and let none of his falt

to the ground.

God does not always speak directly |
to us. But God does use our talents and
interests fo inspire us o do amazing
things—even when we are young.

« Christopher was 13 when he developed a magnetohydrodynamic drive

engine. He was inspired by the movie The Hunt For Red October.

* Katherine was 14 when she investigated how smoke from o forest fire af-

fected the lungs of grade-school kids.

* Brittney was 13 when she programmed a brain into her computer that al-

lowed the computer o learn while playing soccer,
« Luke was 13 when he discovered how to neutralize acid thai drained out
. of old mines info his favorite kayaking river.




Who's Your Eli?

Eli vos o i
follower of God who
cared for Samuel,
Sarmuel could trust him
and talk with him about
important things. Take a
iock at the pictures and
think about the adulis
in your life you trust and
can talk with about
important things. Write
names whenever you
can name someocns
specific who wears or
uses the things in the
photos.

Samuel was called to do something he had never
done before...and at a young age, too! Throughout
our life, we will be challenged to iry new things, even
when we may resist. Think of something you've never done before
that would help make a difference in the life of someone else. Com-
mit yourself to frying that something new, whatever it is. (Check with
parenis first.) Give thanks to God for giving you the ability to do it!

memory Verss

As Samuel grew up, the Loro was with him
and let none of his words fall to the ground.
1 Samuel 3:19



Late Night Texting

In 1 Samuel 3:1-20, God speaks to Samuel while he’s sleeping. Imagine this took
place today, and instead ot speaking, God chose to send a text message to
Samuel. Here is what God said in verse 11:

See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make both
ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. In the cell phone screen below,
write what you think God’ text message would look like. Be creativel

Grades 56, God Calls Samuel Activity Page. Spark™ Sunday School © 2009 Augsburg Fortrass. Al rights reserved. May be reproduced for Jocal use only.



