Westworth United Church
an Affirming Ministry located on the lands of
Treaty One Territory 
and the homeland of the Red River Métis Nation

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]September 29th, 2024
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation/Orange Shirt Day

We Gather to Worship

Welcome 

Opening Prayer Song
                                        
Acknowledging the Land

Call to Worship 
Grace and peace be with you, beloved children of God.
	And also with you.
We gather in community today to pray together and to honour the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, Orange Shirt Day
	Creator, be with us as we journey together in a good way.
We hear scripture and stories that challenge our hearts and open our minds.
	Creator, be with us as we listen in a good way.
We sing our hurt, our regret and our praise.
	Creator, be with us as we respond in a good way.

Opening Prayer

Hymn VU 400   Lord Listen to Your Children Praying    CHILDREN PRAYING
	 
Prayer Seeking and Committing to Reconciliation 
Holy One, Child of Life, Great Spirit, 
We meet you in the company of ancestors and the oft unnoticed presence of people praying throughout the country, connected by a longing for peace and healing. 
Find our hearts open and ready for reconciliation as we face the injustices of the past and long for the joy of a future of peace and healing. Help us to attend well to the stories we need to receive. Awaken our hearts with the stories of residential school survivors and their kin.
Together, we weep for the children, then and now: for braids, beads, new moccasins, and the orange shirt taken away leaving only broken hearts; for parents whose hearts were torn from them when their children were taken; for children whose tongues were silenced when they lost their language and names.  Awaken our spirit, O God.
Help us to hold the stories faithfully, so that they may transform us and become part of us. May our prayers be translated into compassion and may our “Amen” be this truth: 
Indigenous siblings and cousins, 
We receive your truth, your stories, your lived experiences,
And hear them with hearts open to the work of 
Rebuilding broken relationships.
We renew and recommit to our ongoing work of reconciliation, and to learning when we need to speak and when we need to simply listen.
May we hear the stories and be led in wisdom 
Toward a future of love and justice. 
This is our prayer.  Amen.

Sung Response MV 79   Spirit, Open My Heart	     WILD MOUNTAIN THYME

The Peace of Christ

Sharing the Story – Phyllis’ Story (The Origins of Orange Shirt Day)

Hymn MV 12   Come Touch Our Hearts (v 1-4)        G. Light & A. Donaldson

We Hear the Word

Scripture: 	
Mark 10: 14-15
This is the Gospel of Christ.
	   Thanks be to God.

Luke 18: 15-17
This is the Gospel of Christ.
	   Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anthem     Down to the River to Pray/Lord, Listen to your Children 						      Ken Medema, arr Mary McDonald

[image: ]Sermon     Walking in Truth, Soaring in Reconciliation         Jordan Bighorn

Hymn MV 150   Spirit God, Be Our Breath		               B. Harding

We Respond to the Word

Offering Invitation

Offertory VU 540   Grant Us, God, the Grace		             STUTTGART

Offering Dedication

Prayers of the Community and the Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn MV 154   Deep in our Hearts		                     FREED

Benediction - Closing Prayer Song 

Reader: Glenda Oldham
[image: ]Pianist: Megan Dufrat
Director of Music: Valdine Anderson
Coordinator of Children, Youth & Families: Katie Anderson
Guest Preacher: Jordan Bighorn
Guest Musicians: Walking Wolf Singers
Minister: Tricia Gerhard                                                            QR Code for Westworth donations


Jordan Bighorn was born in Seattle, Washington and is of Lakota heritage, hailing from the Fort Peck Assiniboine Sioux and Yankton Sioux communities. Presently, Jordan serves as Executive Director at Community Education Development Association. He is an active member of the Winnipeg Bahá’í community and is passionate about community service, relationship building and all avenues of enriching education for young people. The Lakota framework of Mitakuye Oyasin, or All My Relations, is fundamental to his belief in the oneness of humanity and the advancement of civilization.
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