Sermon 

Hymn VU 578   As A Fire Is Meant for Burning                         JOYOUS LIGHT

We Respond to the Word

Offering Invitation

Offertory VU 518   In Gratitude and Humble Trust (v.3 only)

Offering Dedication

Prayers of the Community & The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn MV 212   Sent Out in Jesus’ Name	                     traditional song, Cuba
	
Benediction

Sung Amen VU 974   Amen

[bookmark: _GoBack]Postlude                          This Little Light of Mine           arr. William Haviland

[image: ]Reader: Dorcas Windsor
Pianist: Megan Dufrat
Director of Music: Valdine Anderson
    Minister: Tricia Gerhard                              QR Code for Westworth donations

Through Mission and Service, The United Church of Canada accompanies global partners who bring compassion and courage to some of the world’s most difficult places. Today, we hold in prayer our partners in Gaza, where the situation remains catastrophic. Partners in the ACT Palestine Forum share that families are facing famine, and shortages of clean water, medicine, and shelter. The cost of even the most basic items has risen far beyond reach. Many are forced to make painful choices simply to survive. Children are especially vulnerable as malnutrition and lack of medical care take a growing toll.
Even amid these overwhelming challenges, Mission and Service partners continue to serve with remarkable faith and perseverance. Through ACT Alliance, they distribute food parcels, clean water, and medical supplies. They offer hygiene kits and psychosocial support to children and families living through trauma. And they raise their voices for a just and lasting peace, humanitarian access, and the protection of human dignity. Each month, the ACT Palestine Forum organizes a global prayer vigil for Palestine and Gaza. “It gives us strength,” one representative says, “to know that people around the world are praying with us, for justice, peace, and human dignity.”
Your gifts for Mission and Service make this work possible. They help contribute to efforts to provide food, health care, and hope to reach those in greatest need, and that our partners know they are not alone. Please continue to pray for all who are affected by this violence, and for peace rooted in justice to take root and grow.
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an Affirming Ministry 
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November 23rd, 2025
The Invitation is Yours to Extend

We Gather to Worship

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Introit                    Jesu, Thou Blessed Hope of Heaven          Gordon Young
                   
Call to Worship[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Copyright 2002 Katherine Hawker] 

Salt and Light of earth and heaven, that is what the Scriptures call us.
	Images not of how we might recognize God, 
	Rather, images of how God recognizes us.
	Salt and light of earth and heaven,
	For the world and in the world, 
	That is who we are.
So, People of God, let us bring our saltiness of life this day, let us bring our light of experience this hour, let us bless our worship with it, bless each other with it, bless our God with our whole selves.
	Salt and Light of Earth and Heaven,
	That is who we are,
	 
Opening Prayer

Hymn VU 87   I am the Light of the World	LIGHT OF THE WORLD
	 
Prayer Seeking Reconciliation
Ever present God, you placed me in the world to be its salt.  I have been afraid of committing myself, afraid of being marked by the world. I did not want to hear what “they” might have to say.

And my salt dissolves as if in water.
		Forgive me, God.
God, you placed me in the world to be as light.
I was afraid of the shadows, afraid of poverty.
I did not want to know other people’s struggles. And my light slowly faded away.
		Forgive me, God.
God, you placed me in the world to live in community. Thus, you taught me to love, to share in life, to struggle for bread and justice, your truth incarnate through and in my life.
So be it God, and forgive me when I forget the call. 
· Silent Prayers - 
	
Gift of Grace

Sung Response MV 85   Take, O Take Me as I am 
							John L. Bell & Graham Maule

The Peace of Christ

Sharing the Story

Hymn MV 183   I’m Gonna Shout, Shout	                      Bruce Harding

We Hear the Word

Scripture:  Matthew 5: 13-16
	This is the good news of the Gospel.
		Thanks be to God

Scripture: Mark 4: 21-25
This is the good news of the Gospel.
		Thanks be to God

Anthem                                Sing a New Song                 Schutz, arr. C. Jennings
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