We Respond to the Word

Offering Invitation

Hymn VU 35 Good Christian Friend’s Rejoice (tune only)
		We bring our gifts today,
		We bow our heads and pray:
		Bless, O God, what’s offered here,
		That it might comfort far and near.
		A gift of Advent Hope!
	A gift of Advent Hope!

Offering Dedication:
Holy One, we give these gifts of time, talent and money so that the ministry of your church may flourish and thrive.
May these gifts enable your peace to be known and experienced by the people here and the world beyond these walls. 
For these gifts make the work of your church possible.  
Bless them and those who give them to your ministry. Now and always. Amen.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn MV 120   My Soul Cries Out	                          STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

Benediction

Sung Amen MV 220   Hope Shines as the Solitary Star
			Catherine Faith Maclean & Janet Bauman Tissandier

Postlude                              O How Joyfully                arr. Vicki Tucker Courtney

[image: ]Reader: Kathy Wilson
Candle Lighters: Warrian Family
Pianist: Megan Dufrat
Director of Music: Valdine Anderson 
    Minister: Tricia Gerhard                              QR Code for Westworth donations
“Mutual caring relationships require kindness and patience, tolerance, optimism, joy in the other's achievements, confidence in oneself, and the ability to give without undue thought of gain.”Mr. Rogers 
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Westworth United Church 
an Affirming Ministry located on the lands of
Treaty One Territory 
and the homeland of the Red River Métis Nation

December 14, 2025
Advent 3 - Joy – Mr. Rogers and Us


We Gather to Worship

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introit              Prepare ye the way of the Lord (Godspell)  Steven Schwartz

Advent Candle Lighting
…Because those who have, choose to share.
	In this season of Advent, 
	And in every season, 
	May we be good neighbours,
	May we have and spread joy.
	May we have and live peace.
	May we have and share hope. 
	“Thank you, God. Amen.”

Hymn VU 7   Hope is a Star (verses 3, 2, 1)		           MOON BEAMS

Opening Prayer (adapted from a prayer written by Fr. Henry Nouwen)

Opening Hymn VU 23   Joy Shall Come Even to the Wilderness 
									JOY SHALL COME

Prayer Seeking Reconciliation 
(written by Joanna Harder, inspired by Luke 1: 47-55)
When our spirits despair and we deny our blessedness,
		Forgive us, O God.

When we ignore the mighty things you have done,
When we doubt your mercy,
		Forgive us, O God.
When we are proud
In the thoughts of our hearts,
		When our power rests on the oppression of others,
When our wealth causes others to go hungry,
		Forgive us, O God.
(Silent, personal prayer)
Help us, your servants, your cherished ones, 
According to the promises you’ve made. 
Amen.

Assurance of Grace 

Sung Response VU 247   Jubilate Deo 				 traditional

Sharing the Story

Hymn MV 33   Jesus Came Bringing Us Joy 	    traditional song Cameroon

We Hear the Word

Scripture: Isaiah 35: 1-10
	Hear what the spirit is saying to the church.
		Thanks be to God.

Scripture: Luke 1: 46b-55
	This is the good news of the Gospel.
		Thanks be to God.

Anthem   Joy Shall Be Yours                    	    

Sermon

Hymn MV 134   Dreaming Mary	                      Janet Gadeski & Patricia Wright
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