Westworth United Church
1750 Grosvenor Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba
on Treaty One Territory in the heart of the Red River Métis Nation

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]December 24th, 2025
Candlelight Christmas Eve service

We Gather to Worship
Prelude

Welcome 

Introit 				           Torches 				      Joubert

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer
Creating God,
Hold this moment 
made of every time
And may we breath along with all those
Who have been here before 
to the heartbeat of hope
And know this moment 
so fill of expectation
Is as sacred as they get 
for contained here 
is all the hope of the future
and the fulfilling of ancient longing

Lighting the Advent Candles & Christ Candle
We come to hear and linger in the story once more, 
A story of impossibility, of vulnerability, of hope.
		Though we carry both the joy and sorrow 
of the world with us,
		Though we are exhausted by our daily demands,
We come to find hope, live peace, know joy and share love,
Being transformed and shaped by faith and tradition.
In the ancient stories of faith, 
in our reflection of Jesus’ radical love, 

in our connections with one another, 
we find wonder and awe. 
Tonight we gather in this wonder and awe 
as we hear of an unlikely birth, 
a birth that proclaims good news and possibility.
As we listen to the Spirit’s whisper amongst us tonight, we light the Christ candle as a sign of all that we can become through the love and hope born this night.

Hymn VU 7   Hope is a Star (verses 4, 3, 2, 1)	                        MOON BEAMS

Prayer                 

Special Music                           O Holy Night 	 	        Adolph Adams
		Soloist: Juliana West

Scripture:  Isaiah 9: 2-7

Reading: Advent (Enuma Okoro)

Hymn VU 60    O, Come All Ye Faithful (v.1, 3, 5)	         ADESTE FIDELES

Scripture: Luke 1: 26-35, 38

Reading: Annunciation (Denise Levertov -1923-1997)

Special Music                         Wexford Carol               arr. Elaine Hagenberg

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-21

Reading: The Risk of Birth (Madeleine L’Engle)

Hymn VU 74   What Child is This (v. 1-3)		          GREENSLEEVES

Scripture: Luke 2:1-20

Reading: It’s Not Over (Ann Weems)

Hymn VU 47   Still Still Still	                                               STILL, STILL, STILL
Offering Invitation

Offering  

Offertory VU 55   In the Bleak Midwinter (v.4)		   CRANHAM

Offering Prayer

Anthem                         O Come All Ye Faithful	         ADESTE FIDELES

Prayer
[bookmark: _GoBack]…Yet the newborn child in whom we recognize the ruler of the universe.
We hear your newborn cry, the cry we have been waiting for –
“Make room! Make room for me!”

…Who demands that we be re-centered on the very center of life.
Fragile God, born in the night – 
You come as a tiny light in a vast darkness
Yet that fragile and flickering light
Changes the darkness completely.

…The fragile light that the darkness cannot overpower.
Fragile God, there is room in our inn.
Be born in our night. 
Amen.

Lighting the Candles

Blessing

Hymn VU 67   Silent Night				            STILLE NACHT

[image: ]Reader: Al Mapes
Pianist: Megan Dufrat
Director of Music: Valdine Anderson 
    Minister: Tricia Gerhard                              QR Code for Westworth donations
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