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Women Wage Peace (WWP) is a broad, non-partisan movement advocating for a just, non-violent, mutually accepted, diplomatic resolution to the Israel Palestine conflict, and the active participation of women in the creation and maintenance of a secure peace in the region.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Founded in the aftermath of the 2014 Gaza War, WWP is the largest grassroots peace movement in Israel and Palestine. Its 50,000 members identify as Israeli, Palestinian, Druze, Bedouin, Jewish, Muslim, Christian, religious, secular and politically left, right and centre. The movement’s efforts in Israel and Palestine are supported by dozens of international affiliate chapters, including one here in Winnipeg. 
Women Wage Peace empowers women from diverse communities to unite, build trust across divides and take the future of Israel-Palestine into their own hands for the sake of all of their children. Its Mother’s Call, created in partnership with the Palestinian movement Women of the Sun, is a global diplomatic initiative and peace petition that has been signed by diplomats, dignitaries, religious leaders and lay people around the world united in the desire to see peace, freedom, equality, and security throughout Israel-Palestine. 
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Westworth United Church 
an Affirming Ministry located on the lands of
Treaty One Territory 
and the homeland of the Red River Métis Nation
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January 11th, 2026
First after Epiphany – You Are the Light of the World
We Gather to Worship

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Introit                                   You are the Light                                 Tom Fettke

Call to Worship
Where is the light in the darkness of this world?
	You are the light of the world!
I don’t feel like my light is very bright!
	God’s light is still there, shining inside each of us.
I see it in you, even if you don’t think it is there.
	We are the light of the world!
Let us open ourselves to God’s light within.

Opening Prayer

Hymn VU 84   O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word	             CANONBURY

Prayer seeking Reconciliation: 
Our light is diminished when trust is broken and truth is suspect. 
	We confess our own biases, 
	Which prevent us from acknowledging the harm 
	Which we and our people have caused.
	We confess that it is difficult to accept the truth of others,
	When that truth collides with our prejudices.
	Forgive us, so that we may forgive others. 
	Heal us, that we may offer healing to others. 
	-Silent Prayer-

Assurance of Grace 

Sung Response MV 220   Hope Shines as the Solitary Star 
							      Janet Bauman Tissandier
The Peace of Christ

Sharing the Story

We Hear the Word

Scripture: Isaiah 60: 1-3
	This is testimony to the Word.
		Thanks be to God.

Scripture: Matthew 5: 14-19
	This is the Gospel of Christ.
		Thanks be to God.

Anthem                               All Praise to Thee                       Elaine Hagenberg                 

Reflection                  You are the Light of the World
Rev. Loraine McKenzie Shepherd and guests from Women Wage Peace Winnipeg

The Mother’s Call

Hymn MV 71   When the Wind of Winter Blows           Ruth Duck, Lori True

We Respond to the Word

Offering Invitation

Offertory VU 55   In the Bleak Midwinter (v.4)                              CRANHAM

Offering Dedication:
May these gifts of love support the ministry of love, 
That light and healing may spread to others. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn VU 82   A Light is Gleaming	                                       LIVING IN THE LIGHT
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