


[image: Trees with Flowers]The stone was rolled away in a small, overlooked place. Not in the centre of power, or a crowded city. Across Canada, in small towns and rural communities, churches continue to be places of discovery and renewed life. 
In Fort Nelson, British Columbia, Hillcrest United Church has stood on the northern landscape for more than 60 years. In a place shaped by distance and long winters, the church gathers neighbours in prayer, in song, and in everyday acts of care. Traditions are honoured, new life is welcomed, and everyone is invited in. 
In Chipman, New Brunswick, volunteers at Chipman United Church prepare meals for neighbours who need them. Young people help lead worship. When some members could no longer attend in person, the church carried worship online—and discovered thousands of people joining to be part of that circle of prayer. 
At Tobermory United Church, the building hums with life throughout the week. Community groups gather and space is shared with neighbouring congregations. Down the road, their thrift shop offers affordable goods—and when someone needs help, those items are tenderly given. 
This is rural ministry. Creative, determined, and deeply rooted in community. These churches are not fading away. They are adapting, experimenting, and opening their doors in new ways so faith and community can continue to flourish. 
At Easter, we proclaim that new life can break through even when the future feels uncertain. 
Through Mission and Service, we help make that possible. Together, we strengthen communities that continue to serve, welcome, and care in places across this country. 
This Easter, please give generously to Mission and Service. We are helping to ensure that hope continues to rise—in rural communities across Canada, and around the world. 
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Westworth United Church 
an Affirming Ministry located on the lands of
Treaty One Territory 
and the homeland of the Red River Métis Nation
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April 5th, 2026
Easter Sunday – The Good News is…
Alive in the world

Prelude                             Resurrection Medley                      arr. Mark Hayes

Hymn VU 155   Jesus Christ is Risen Today		           EASTER HYMN
(choir alone verse 1; congregation v2-4)

Welcome & Announcements

Introit                                  Litany for Easter                               Gordon Young

Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship 
On Friday, we thought the good news had been silenced.
On Friday, we thought the good news 
had taken its last breath.
On Friday, we thought the good news had been buried.
		But today, we know the good news is alive and well.
The good news is dancing!
		The good news is on the loose!
The good news is out in the world, calling your name!
		Hallelujah! Christ is Risen!

Prayer

Solo                                   This Joyful Eastertide                         arr. A. Sullivan 
Juliana West

Passing the Peace
	May the Peace of Christ be with you
		And also with you.
Sharing the Story

Hymn VU 167   Christ Is Risen From the Dead 		          KING OF KINGS

Communion 

We Hear the Word

Scripture: Matthew 28: 1-10
This is the Good News of the Gospel.
	Thanks be to God

Anthem                                    O Risen Lord                           Katherine L Scott              

Reflection

Hymn VU 186   Now the Green Blade Rises                  	        NOEL NOUVELET

We Respond to the Word

Offering Invitation

Offertory VU 179 Hallelujah, Hallelujah Give Thanks (Chorus Only)
			                                                         ALLELUIA NO 1

Offering Dedication

[bookmark: _GoBack]Easter Prayers 
Prairie to Pine Prayer Cycle: Transcona Memorial, Birds Hill, John Black Memorial. Immanual, Grey St, Gordon King Memorial & North Kildonan

Hymn Hallelujah (Messiah)                                                            G.F. Handel 

Blessing and Benediction  

Sung Amen VU 974   Amen		          Jim Strathdee

Postlude                                  Christ Arose                        arr. Eleanor Pankow

Communion Servers: Gord Dickson, Nikki Lazarenko, Meredith Steed, Monique Bouchard, Arlene Hintsa, & Al Mapes
[image: ]Reader: Ray Cuthbert
Pianist: Megan Dufrat
Director of Music: Valdine Anderson
Minister: Tricia Gerhard 	                            QR Code for Westworth donations
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