Opening Prayer[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Written by Rev. Richard Bott. Gathering, Pentecost 2 2025, page 47 Used with permission] 

In Flander’s Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
	God of Deep Peace, 
	we gather this morning, 
	In this time of prayer, 
	Bringing to mind those who knew, 
	All too well, the roar of guns
	and the thunder of cannons.
	We remember those who sacrificed 
	their safety so that we might know safety; 
those who gave up their freedom that we might know freedom. 
	God of Deep Peace, 
	This morning we come before You to say 
	“Thank you.”
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flander’s Fields.
	God of Abiding Peace, 
	We bring to mind the faces of family, 
 	friends and neighbours, 
	who willingly gave up the lives 
	they had planned 
	to join a battle they had not started.
	They were able to see a greater vision 
	Beyond their own existence,
	For we today are free to lift our prayers 
	To You to honour them. 
	We honour lives that were never
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	the same again, 
	we honour hearts that were broken, 
	and loves that were lost. 
	God of Abiding Peace, 
	Today we promise to cherish them 
	And all they gave. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The Torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die, 
We shall not sleep, 
Though Poppies grow in Flanders Field.
	God of Life Giving Peace, 
We pray for those people who continue to serve in our armed forces today. 
People who bravely rise up in the face of injustice that all Your children around 
This world might come to know security, hope and peace. 
May those who serve feel the power 
Of our prayers,
May those who love them 
find hope in your Presence, 
and may we all work towards a time 
when Your deep, abiding,
       and life-giving peace will fall upon this world forever. Amen.	
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